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A good start to the season 


And so our first ever Cup Final appearance ended in defeat but no-one who saw it can say anything other than “our boys did us proud.” Having defeated two Premier league sides to get to the final – and competed against a third in a pre knock-out league format – it took a fourth to overcome our magnificent T20 squad, all of whom have performed magnificently 

On the day they were defeated by a Tunbridge Wells side who had just a little bit of extra class, but we certainly made them work extremely hard for their victory and their delight at doing so was palpable,  with more than a hint of relief and admiration for  those guys from Hayes Hill 

Spurred on by a large, enthusiastic crowd – and thanks to each and every one of you – we all enjoyed the day and left the ground knowing that more and more people know the name of Old Wilsonians for the sporting and enthusiastic way in which we play our cricket, and no-one could ask for anything more than that

And we are also successful, as the first month of the season shows, with both the 1st and 2nd Xls sitting proudly at the top of their respective divisions, the 3s and 4s handily placed in both of theirs and on both May 15th and May 29th all four of our senior sides won. There is a long way to go, of course, but this is a good start to the season 

 Coronavirus is still affecting us but things are starting to get back to some sort of normality and it is so good to see so many people enjoying watching the game again, and a special word of thanks here for our out-standing Bar staff, who are working so hard to ensure that everyone enjoys their time with us, work which has also been recognised by visiting sides – see later the message we have received from Ashford Town cricket club 

Sadly coronavirus has meant we have had to withdraw our under 15 side from league cricket because, would you believe it, many of them are still playing football and rugby. However, the ever dependable Paul Matthews will be organising some friendly fixtures to ensure that this important section of the Club gets some cricket in 2021  

A reminder that we will again be entering a team in the ‘Alf Parish Memorial Darts Match’ on Friday June 25th at Selhurst  Park  - full derails later – which is always a fun evening and  also raises money for the Club. You will also have an opportunity to see the Crystal Palace trophy cabinet – stop sniggering Millwall supporters  

Thanks to our President for taking pity on me and answering last month’s cricket quiz – always good to hear from a first calls umpire; only hope he got the answers right! 

Finally I am introducing a new feature this season, namely ‘Club member of the month.’ As I’m sure you are aware we have a ‘Club Person of the Year’ each season but I thought it would be an idea to recognise someone who has gone over and above the call of duty on a regular basis,  and there is a good chance, of course, that he or she could pick up the main prize come the annual Dinner 
 


Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 


07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 



07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 

Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 



Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com





May Results 
4th  Xl



186  for  8
Bromley Common 4th Xl
127
Won by 59 runs 

Catford and Cyphers 2nd Xl
104

2nd Xl


105 for 8
Won by 2 wickets 

Under 17s


110 for 4
Blackheath 

111 for 1
Lost by 9 wickets

Harvel 



192 for 5
1st Xl


194 for 3
Won by 7 wickets 

HSBC  2nd Xl 


97

2nd Xl


98 for 7
Won by 3 wickets 
3rd Xl



84 for 9
Roebucks 2nd Xl
85 for 6
Lost by 4 wickets 

Beckenham 6th Xl  v  4th  Xl 







No play possible

Catford and Cyphers 

156 for 7
Sunday Xl 

146

Lost by 10 runs 

Under 13a


77

HSBC


78 for 4
Lost by 6 wickets 
HSBC



100 for 7
Under 13b

87

Lost by 13 runs 
Under 17


58

Bexleyheath 

62 for 7
Lost by 3 wickets 
Upchurch 


102

1st Xl


103 for 1
Won by 9 wickets 
2nd Xl



227 for 6
Upchurch

82

Won by 145 runs 
3rd Xl 



210 for 6
Natwest Blues 1st Xl
182

Won by 28 runs 
4th Xl 



101

Natwest Blues 4th Xl 
79

Won by 22 runs 
Under 13




Greenwich Junior Academy 

No play possible 

Under 13b




Hayes 




No play possible 
Sidcup



95 for 7
Under 11

81

Lost by 14runs  

1st Xl



186

Ashford Town 
135

Won by 51 runs 

2nd Xl 




Whitstable 



No play possible 

Bickley Park 3rd Xl

134 for 6
3rd Xl


84

Lost by 50 runs 

4th Xl



78 for 9
Dartfordians 2nd Xl
79 for 4
Lost by 6 wickets 

Nonnington 


107

1st Xl


110 for 1
Won by 9 wickets 
Sidcup



98

2nd Xl


99 for 5
Won by 5 wickets
Bexley 5th Xl


109

3rd Xl 


110 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 
4th Xl 



151 for 3
Catford & Cyphers 
123 for 9
Won by 28 runs 
Kent T20 Cup Final 
Tunbridge Wells 

153 for 4
Old Wilsonians
111 for 8
Lost by 42 runs 

THE MAGNIFENT  FOURTEEN   Tunbridge Wells  154  for   4,    Old Wilsonians  111 for  8
Our T20 side do us proud against Premier Division opposition in Cup Final 


In the end it proved to be a  ‘small’ bridge too far for our magnificent T20 side but before reporting on the Cup Final itself,  let’s remind ourselves of what they had to do in order to get there

Initially they won a league competition, which contained a Premier Division side, Blackheath, before playing Beckenham, Premier league champions in 2019, in the quarter final,  and then Bexley, the runners-up, in the semi-final,  only to discover that their opponents were the third placed Premier side that year, the last in which we were able to play a full round of fixtures; could we claim bragging rights over the top three sides in the Kent League by winning the final?  

We got off to the best possible start as ‘Mitch’ took a well-judged catch at cover to send their number two back to the pavilion from the second ball of the game with just one run on the board. 

Tunbridge Wells then regrouped and we had to wait until the sixth over for our next success, Louis Pryor being the  assured catcher to give Matt Golding his second wicket and the latter then became the catcher himslef, from Mitch’s bowling, as the hosts became 64 for 3 in the 11th over 

Could we  bowl, and field, as well in the second half of their innings and restrict them to around 130? The simple answer was ‘No’, but, boy how we tried. Shehan Sivaranjan became the fourth OW to hold his nerve, and a catch, but their ooener was still there and he finished on 72 not out, an innings which ultimately proved to be match winning and deservedly saw him adjudged ‘man of the match’

However, we were not fazed by the prospect of scoring 154 to win the Cup and Jon Rodda and Mat Golding started our reply before  Jon was run out by a direct hit in the third over. Could the two Matts – Golding and Abbett – do what we all know they are capable of and set us on the road to victory? 

Initially this seemed to be likely but soon after ‘Mabbs’ had hit a magnificent six over the sight-screen he fell to a running catch for 11 and when ‘Pigeon’ also holed out for 32 we were 67 for 3 at the end of the 11th over  -  Tunbridge Wells were 70 for 3 at the same stage 

Could we make up that small margin and go on to lift the Cup? 

Sadly not, but, boy, how we tried; again, and eventually finished on the dreaded Nelson at the end of the 20th over and Tunbridge Wells were deserved winners with that extra element of class seeing them home against our brave heroes who performed thus:

Matt Golding:  Two wickets, 32 runs and a catch says it all

Jon Rodda:  Unfortunate to be run out by a direct hit – that bit of class previously mentioned? – and now a specialist short extra cover saving many runs today as he has all season 

Matt Abbett:  An injury whilst fielding restricted his movement when batting but no-one who saw that six will ever forget it 

Syd Sherlock: A busy innings and adapted well when fielding from his usual position as wicket-keeper for the 1st Xl

Michael Mitchell:  An inspiring skipper in all formats of the game, as is  his performance on the field.  His four overs went for just 19 runs – outstanding in T20 cricket – his early catch gave us real hope and inspiration, and he always looking for runs when batting

Louis Pryor: Held that important catch and fielded neatly and tidily but this was not his day with the bat, but there have been others and will be many more 

Cameron Jones: Achieved a wicket-keeper’s equivalent of a clean sheet – i.e no byes – but another victim of competent catching 

Siva Ranjan: Possibly/probably the oldest player ever to appear in a Cup Final, bowled with control and although not demonstrated on this occasion, someone we all know has tremendous firepower 

Dave Ellicott-White: Like ‘Mitch’ and Siva bowled with control and used all of his experience to restrict their run rate 

Elliott Bettridge: The unluckiest player of the day and sustained an injury when fielding which forced to him to leave the field of play. Came back later and batted bravely 

Shehan Sivaranjan: The youngest member of the team, held an important catch and lively in the field. Unfortunate to come on to bowl when Tunbridge Wells were looking for quick runs 

Josh Lawrence: Came on to replace Elliott following his injury and, as ever, ran his heart, and legs, and lungs out to deny TW runs 

Andrew Pomering: Has there ever been anyone who has  run onto the field of play so quickly and with such aplomb to give one of his team mates some much needed water?

Jane Abbett:  Immaculate scoring as ever and sincere thanks to her for being there for the entire competition 

Finally I’m sure the team will join me in thanking all of those who came to support them; too many to mention – that’s my way of saying I cannot remember all of their names. They cheered every run scored, every wicket  taken and every ball fielded, but were also sporting to the opposition, something we expect and demand from every Old Wilsonian 

I intend writing an account of the day itself – i.e. not just the cricket – in my next ‘Pikey’s Progress,’ so those of you who are gluttons for punishment might like to tune in to that 
Team: Golding Rodda.J Abbett.M (Syd)Sherlock Mitchell Pryor Jones Ranjan Ellicott-White Bettridge Sivaranjan Lawrence.J Pomering.A Abbett.J
Person of the match:  ALL OF THE ABOVE  
…………..  and the view of Tunbridge Wells 

TWCC WIN THE 2020 KENT CUP AGAINSY VALIANT OLD WILSONIANS 

The Final for the Kent Cup from 2020 had been twice postponed, principally by the pandemic plus concomitant restrictions, but at last was to be played before a large crowd of fans, visitors, friends and well-wishers on one of the first hot days of a late Summer in 2021. 

The Nevill Ground was a perfect picture on the day, bedecked with new mini tents in heraldic TW colours, a true pageant blessed by streaming sunshine, with seating spaces occupied early as everyone settled down to watch the culmination of a match long-awaited. Background musical effects to underline major feats were ready to give emphasis to the contest while food and drinks were available all afternoon to quench sudden thirsts and hunger.

Old Wilsonians, finalists who journeyed down from BR2 (Hayes), had had a wonderful eight days in 2020, when Premier sides Beckenham, and then Bexley, were defeated as the Division 2 heroes punched above their weight to set up the occasion which so many had come to see.

 Chris Williams won his fifth consecutive toss of 2021, and this time he chose to have first knock, but the crowd were hushed as the skipper holed out first ball to make the home tally 1-1 in no time at all. Viraj Bhatia and Alex Williams did what they could, the latter striking 5 boundaries in a cameo 28, before Matt Golding induced another catch, and the scoreboard showed 45-2. 

Hugo, the third Williams brother in the line-up was dismissed at 64-3, leaving Bhatia to organise the target total along with David Smith, and at last some telling resistance was developed. The visiting attack was cleverly marshalled, accurate, and deceptively difficult, keeping tidy lines and offering few bad balls, but gradually the ascendancy passed to the batsmen as the fourth partnership transformed the match. 

Bhatia finally found the boundary, while Smith provided the trademark improvisations that mark his play, and slowly the stand grew in stature and pace; two maxima from Bhatia punctuated the recovery, and the partnership had posted 73 when Smith was at length undone, Michael Mitchell seizing 2-19 as the final overs came into sight. 

The tempo had increased steadily to almost 8 per over with much batting still to come, however more canny bowling allowed no liberties, and the innings closed somewhat tamely at 153-4. Bhatia had carried his bat, despite a dropped chance in the final over, for a path finding 72* (2 fours and 2 sixes from 55 balls faced), and he had recovered magnificently, after the power hitters were removed, to guide his team to a challenging total, which would tax the ingenuity of both sides; Smith made his 31 from 24 deliveries with 2 fours, but had helped in the game-changing fourth wicket stand which provided the basis of the home total.

The reply was rocked early as well, danger man Jonathan Rodda being brilliantly run out by a direct hit from the home captain to make the score 11-1, but Golding and Matt Abbett both played their natural game and each struck a six as the home quick men were set about in direct fashion. Wells had actually opened up from the Railway End with the snappy leg spin of Joe McCaffrey, which was never truly collared, and the appearance of spin at both ends was just a matter of time. 

Michael Waller, in a rich vein of form, was handed the ball first, with Mark Mclean as his partner, and suddenly things began to happen. Abbett gave up a catch in Waller's first over at 47-2, but Golding continued to flourish, now with Sydney Sherlock, and they notched up a nonchalant twenty before the prized wicket of the former fell to a catch off Mclean at 67-3; Golding, as top-scorer, had played the merry marauder with an attacking 32 off 29 balls, striking 3 fours and 2 sixes, while his influence had been key to his team's progress. 

Now the run-rate fell away as the slow bowlers controlled another phase of the game, yet both Sherlock and Mitchell resisted stoutly to see the score into the nineties before the decisive moments of the innings came about; three wickets fell as the score moved from 94 to 95, with some sixty runs still required. 

Barker and Smith were recalled for the last rites, and the innings closed on 111-8 to hand the Final to the Premier side; with the win safely managed, TWCC became at last the 20-20 Kent Champions for the year of the same numbers.




Alan Cutts 
The Cricket Quiz 

Eventually someone took pity on me and answered my plea to enter the cricket quizzes I have encouraged people to respond to,  and our esteemed President answered the call to the questions posed in the May edition, so here are his answers together with the original questions 
1. The scores are level after Team A has been dismissed for 201. Team B have scored 201 for 9 when the striker hits the ball high in the air and the batsmen complete one run before the ball is caught at long-off. What is the result? Choose one of the following: Team B win (5), Match Drawn (10) Match Tied (15). 
Answer Match tied
2. For how many methods of dismissal does the bowler get the credit? 
Answer 5 , Bowled, LBW, Caught, Hit wicket, stumped

3. The scores are level with the team batting having reached 132 for 7: the bowler bowls a ball which is called and signalled No Ball and the striker hits it for six. What is the batting side’s final score? 
Answer 139

4. The striker hits the ball to deep mid-wicket; as the batsmen start their second run a wild throw goes on to cross the boundary by which time the batsmen have completed two runs and started on their third. How many runs should be added to the total?
Answer  6 

5. How many feet apart are the two popping creases? 
Answer 58 feet from the other popping crease

6. The bowler is carrying his cap in his pocket; as he delivers the ball his cap falls onto the stumps removing a bail. What would you expect the umpire to signal? Choose one of the following: No signal (5), Dead ball (10), No ball (15)

Answer No ball

7. In a 40-over per side match a fielder is sent off for a Level 3 offence after 17.2 overs: at the start of which over would that fielder be allowed to return? 
Answer he can return after 8 overs, so 25.2 over

8. The umpire inadvertently allows a seventh ball in the over: the next ball is called and signalled Wide Ball. How many runs should be added to the total?

Answer 1
... and how many balls remain to be bowled in the over? 

Answer 1

9. The striker plays no shot at a ball which deflects off his pad and runs onto the helmet lying on the ground. How many runs should be added to the total? 

Answer 5 runs


10. The striker tries to hit a high full-toss, called and signalled No Ball, but he misses: it hits 
him on the upper arm and the batsmen run 2. Both umpires signal Short Run. How many runs 
should be added to the total? 

Answer 1 run for the no ball


11. For how many minutes may the pitch be rolled during the tea interval 


None as you can only roll a wicket between innings, unless a one day game and between 
innings then it is 7 minutes max
NB: On putting our results into play-cricket recently I discovered a new method of dismissal, namely ‘Hit roof.’ Does the bowler get the credit for this?
Well done to the catering and bar staff 

The following has been received from a member of the Ashford Town 1st Xl, our opponents on May 22nd 

This is a quick review of yesterdays Old Wilsonians  v Ashford game, basically a fantastic example of how we could cope with the current circumstances providing tea and bar, the first cricket tea provided for players and officials for what feels like a long while!

Players were in groups at tables,  same as would be normal, and  food was boxed up with table service £5 per head, the perfect quantity of food and mix, Chicken wings, Pasta, Sausage rolls, Cheese toastie,  fruit and a snack bar 

Bar service throughout the day was table service only,  the staff were rushed off their feet also helping carry drinks outside for larger orders 

So this is a big thank you to Old Wilsonoans staff for their efforts to try and get some normality 
Richard Coles, Ashford Town CC 



Email to the Editor 



 ﻿Hello to whoever is the unlucky person dealing with these emails.

I have just enjoyed the latest Mike Pike newsletter; summer is not summer without  these works of art. They are the pulse of the club; thank you Mike. 

Then I read David Welch’s tour de force re the five victories in 2012. To find such statistics in the first place is incredible,  but then to turn them into such  informative and entertaining articles is another. It felt as if the matches had occurred yesterday. Thank you David; the club is once again indebted to you both. Best wishes, Derek Seston.
Club Person of the Month  -  Lawrence Allen 


Being our Vice-Chair and fixtures secretary is a job that Lawrence has done on a daily basis for a long time,  but he does so much more 

For example, he volunteered to score for the 2nd Xl for their away game at Whitstable – and gave up his chance of playing himself as a consequence – and when the game was called off he did some intensive and important work on the showers to enable them to be used as the Covid restrictions start to ease 

He is tidying up our playcricket site and is now in the process of cleansing its membership list and updates our website on a regular basis. He also  helps 4th Xl skipper,  Neil Treacher, ensure the likes of match fees are collected and that the score-book makes sense at the end of each game, whilst he also substituted briefly for Matt Golding in the 1st Xl’s game against Harvel when the latter had to leave the field briefly following an injury  

It is true that Lawrence  was a few minutes late for the May  committee meeting,  but that was only because he was helping with the colts game taking place outside , 

Thanks Laurence; your efforts are greatly appreciated, you are ‘Mr Dependable’ and I know you will continue to work in such an assiduous way for the rest of the season and, indeed,  for a long time to come
PS Apologies if I have forgotten anything 

The Alf Parish Memorial Darts Match  -  Friday June 25th 

The Cricket Club will again be entering a team in the Alf  Parish Memorial Darts match which  will be taking place on:

Friday June 25th  in the Julian Speroni Restaurant  at Selhurst Park  

Alf was the General Secretary of one of the Print Unions whom I met during my working days and the father of Steve Parish, the Chairman of Crystal Palace Football Club,  and the evening is in honour of his memory 

All sides competing are guaranteed some prize money as the amount raised on the evening will be distributed equally amongst them, so this is an important part of our fund-raising activities

Amongst other things there will be a raffle during the evening with the following prizes:

A signed shirt or football  by the Crystal Palace first team squad
Two bottles  of  ‘The Eagles’  unique brand of wine
Two tickets for a game of your choice
 All of the above will be donated by CPFC
 
There will  be a first class buffet, also supplied by Crystal Palace Football Club, and a  pay Bar, which will be cashless 

The entry fee for players is £10, whilst supporters are charged just £5

There will be two trophies  -   one for the winning team and one for the individual winner of the competitions – which are currently held by the Old Wilsonians Football Club; we certainly need to ensure that this does not happen again! 

Doreen Parish, Alf’s widow, will be presenting the trophies to the winners whilst son Steve hopes to attend, other commitments providing of course

Jeff Mascarenhas is organising the cricket club’s team, so let him know if you want to play or simply wish to come along to support the event 
Jon Rodda – no; not that one but close 


On May 5th ‘The Guardian’ newspaper celebrated the 200th anniversary of its first edition and, No, I do not remember the first one 

To celebrate this momentous occasion the paper produced a 64 page magazine entitled: 
‘The 200 moments that made The Guardian: Reflections on two centuries of vital journalism’, an attempt to encapsulate those 200 years,  and reproduced the major and most important news stories of those 200 years,   a virtually impossible and somewhat subjective task, I grant you

Number 183 on that list, and published in 1995, was a piece headlined: 
‘A bloody way to make a living, John Rodda’s response to the death of boxer James Murray’

John sadly died in 2009 but in son Chris, and grand-sons Jonathan, Isaac and Benjamin,  his family have already made a great contribution to Old Wilsonian cricket whilst his journalist skills could have brought a touch of class to this publication – I’m sure he would have made a contribution if asked; he was that type of man

‘The Guardian’ described the piece referred to as follows and it ends with John’s own poignant words:
‘This powerful piece, by  a man who had written about boxing for almost 50 years, argued for more to be done to protect boxers from their own sport 
Rodda wrote of “the drip, drip, drip on my conscience finally taking me to the point where I believe it should be banned.” ‘
ENCOURAGING START  FOR THE FOURS   4th  Xl   1 86  for  8, Bromley Common 127 

At the start of the 22nd over of this, the 4th Xl’s first game of the season, all seemed well with the world.  Seth Clifford has dispatched the first ball for 4 and the score-board read 88 for 0. Seth then played back, a long way back, to the next ball and it hit his pads for  perhaps the most plumb of lbws you will ever see

Seth did not move; neither did the umpire until, eventually, the latter exalted:
“I was waiting for you to walk,” and a fine innings came to an end for 41. Neil Treacher  was still there but nine runs later he, too, was back in the pavilion – observing social distancing of course – fro 33, but the two had laid a splendid foundation for a big score 

The fact that this did not materialise  is a credit to the Bromley Common bowlers who, like ourselves, fielded a side of youth and experience and between them they took a further six wickets before our innings ended on 186 for 8

Jason James (28) continued the good work the openers had started and Doug Forbes (17) – now officially recognised as a batsman – kept  the total moving before a mid-order blip gave our hosts hope that they could restrict us to under 200 

However, a whirlwind 24 in 14 minutes from Graham Nelson raised our hopes but, upon his departure,  the home side’s bowlers tightened up and restricted us to 186 for 8, a respectable total for the 4s first outing of the season 

There then followed a fine exhibition of youth – their two opening batsmen versus our two opening bowlers -  whose combined age probably does not equal those of your correspondent, and a wonderful contest it proved to be 

Robbie Adams and Joe Jukes were our protagonists and, as this an Old Wilsonian newsletter, we will concentrate on them

Robbie has learnt nothing from his grand-father, which is to his great credit, and bowled with fire, passion and accuracy. The fault many  of those of Robbie’s age tend to fall into is to try and bowl too fast, but he bowled seven overs in all for just 11 runs, and although he did not take a wicket, ensured that Bromley Common did not get off to a flyer 

He was assisted in no small way by Joe Jukes, who was equally hostile at the other end with our opponents questioning whether or not this was a genuine 4th Xl player  – the fact is that our side  was a mixture of the 3s and 4s. Joe was rewarded for his efforts with a wicket, getting through the stubborn resistance of one of their openers to castle him, and he and Robbie had restricted BC to 23 from their first ten overs, and four of those had been leg-byes, and taken a wicket each; you cannot ask for much more 

After that it was the Paul Jenkins show. He did not start well – his first ball was a wide and the next went for 6 – but he took his first wicket with the last ball of his second over and finished with 6 for 42. He was helped by some good catching – two from Robbie Adams, one by Doug Forbes and one of his own; bowlers never drop catches off their own bowling, and took three wickets in his last over. 

With the score on 123 for 8 the skipper was sensing victory – and glory – so he brought himself on to bowl, his first over being a maiden,  and with the third ball of his second over he induced his opposing skipper to play a rash shot only to be neatly stumped by Jason James,  only for Robbie Adams to then take a neat slip catch, his third catch of the game, to seal the victory and Neil  finished with figures of 1.4-1-0-2 

So an accomplished start to the season for the 4th Xl and a special word of thanks to the ever reliable  Vic for taking a lot of photographs -  her picture of Neil “I open the batting and close the bowling” Treacher’s dismissal with the bails hanging in the air must be worthy of an award 

If this game is anything to go by then the 4th Xl should have a successful season  but, as already intimated, many of this side will be playing in the 3s this year. But, with the hoped for return of two of the sides favourites, Del Boy and Rodney, this should……..increase the average age considerably Treacher Cliiford James Forbes,D Pomering.B Allen Nelson Adams Herbert Jukes.J Jenkins 
MOM: Paul Jenkins – his 6 for 42 speaks for itself,  and he even had time to take a catch. He also did two long stints as umpire – if only we had seen him bat! 
TWO OUT OF TWO  FOR THE TWOS     2nd  Xl  227  for  6,  Upchurch   82 

Having made heavy weather of scoring the   98  runs they required for victory against HSBC the previous week, the 2nd Xl played their first game of the season at Hayes against a young Upchurch side who won the toss and put us in on a day  on which rain was promised and duly arrived later in the afternoon 

Cameron Jones  and Siva Ranjan  opened and the score had reached seven – and all to the latter – when he was run out going for a second run, a surprising end to his innings for such a highly tuned athlete! ‘Sanj’ and Cameron then took the score to 81 before the former’s miss-timed hook saw him caught on the square leg boundary for 18, after which the 2nd Xl’s innings revolved around Cameron who was eventually caught and bowled for 95 – he deserved to reach three figures but would probably have settled for 95 before the game started 

He and Azman Shahan  had put on 49 for the fifth wicket – Azman must learn to ground his bat otherwise run outs are a distinct probability  – and the innings was brought to a magnificent conclusion by a quick-fire 41 not out by skipper Nick Morley,  including four 6s and one 4, to see the innings finish on 227 for 6 

The innings had lasted over four hours and seven minutes which, and even allowing for a break for rain of 50 minutes, meant that Upchurch had taken three hours and seventeen minutes to bowl 40 overs, which is not acceptable 

At about 4-30 John Drabwell, on seeing our score in excess of 200, inquired 
“How many are we chasing” only to be told that this was the first innings 

The Upchurch reply started shortly after 5-00 but 16 minutes in a torrential downpour threatened to put an end to proceedings for the day,  but cricketers are made of sterner stuff and, eventually, at 6-52, the game recommenced 

Opening bowlers  Siva Ranjan  and Robbie Adams had been defied by the Upchurch  opening batsmen but the introduction of David Pilgrim changed that and he achieved the breakthrough and,  before long,  Upchurch were 52 for 7, David had claimed five of them, including a hat-trick, and our visitors were running out of experienced players 

With the score on 69 skipper  Nick Morley dismissed his opposing skipper – caught by the ubiquitous Pilgrim – which meant that their stoic opening bat was left to nurse the tail and, much as he tried, this proved to be beyond him and the last three wickets fell quickly to give us a 145 run victory 

David finished with 5 for 25, Nick with 3 for 9  - the skipper always has an advantage over his team mates in that he can bring himself on when he senses cheap wickets – and the 2s ended the day top of the league with two wins out of two; early days but it is never too early to dream 
Jones Rajan Dandeniya Steel.C Holland Shahan Morley.N Pilgrim.D Doherty Sullivan Adams.R 
MOM: David Pilgrim  - Although Cameron had played a commanding innings to enable the bowlers to defend a substantial total, the bowlers needed to take ten wickets to achieve victory, and David took half of them 
BRINGING IT ALL BACK HOME    1st  Xl   186     Ashford Town  135 

It was as if the elements knew that this game was due to be played two days before Bob Dylan’s 80th birthday – there was certainly a lot of ‘Blowing in the Wind’ and ‘Shelter(ing) (sic) from the storm’ and we all know ‘you  don't need a weatherman to know which way the wind blows’ in such circumstances 

I cannot find any signs of Mr Zimmerman writing about cricket  - could ‘Bringing it all back home’ be a reference to The Ashes?  -  but Bob Willis certainly  changed his name from  Robert   George Willis to Robert George   Dylan Willis because of his admiration for the man who won the Nobel Prize for Literature  and  Geoff Boycott, who always had a view on everything, once claimed: 
“Ran into Bob Willis. He was listening to Bob Dylan on one of those iPod nonsenses. You can damage your hearing, I told him.” 

There was a lot of rain during the week, as there has been on a regular basis since the start of the 2021 cricket season,  but that had not deterred the 1st Xl,  who came into this game with two wins out of two, despite both being rain affected, as was this one 

Our visitors, Ashford Town, won the toss and elected to bowl, hoping to get some assistance from the conditions, but were defied by Syd Sherlock and Jon Rodda,  who put on 51 for the first wicket before the latter was trapped lbw – and we all know why! – for 23, after which the visitors claimed five further wickets to have us struggling at 94 for 6, Syd having made 35 of them 

At this point the skipper was joined by Josh Lawrence and they set about the repair job before ‘Mitch’ departed for a well-earned 50. They had put on 57 together a partnership which, ultimately,  proved to be a match-winning one. Josh then tried to keep the tail together but,  after his departure, for a well-crafted 27, we lost the last two wickets for just six runs, had failed to use seven balls of our allocation and had been dismissed for 186 

Dave Ellicott-White claimed a wicket with his third ball – a well-judged catch by Sean Beckett at cover – but then a stand of 62 by two accomplished batsmen threatened to take the game away from us only for them to be dismissed within a run of each other when it started to rain.
“A hard rain’s gonna fall”, perhaps,  although Mr Dylan’s rain was of a nuclear variety and this was not as drastic  - the rain lasted for 32 minutes and without such devastating consequences  

Upon the resumption the innings of both sides looked remarkably similar, e.g. after 25 overs – the half-way point – the OWs had been 95 for 6 and Ashford  were 96 for 5 – but there the similarity ended as the visitors scored just 39 runs more to be all out for 135 to give us a 51 run victory 

DEW finished with 3 for 17, Matt Golding 2 for 19,’Mitch’ 2 for 27  and James Sellar – who also made a brave effort to take a stunning catch – 2 for 31. Josh Lawrence also picked up a wicket to add to his fine batting performance 

So it is now three league wins out of three for the 1st Xl as they sit proudly at the top of Division Two. There is still a long way to go, of course, but this has been the perfect start and the side must fancy their chances against any of their competitors. They certainly have the ability and, equally importantly, the mind-set not to become complacent 
(Syd)Sherlock Rodda.J Abbett.M Golding Pryor Mitchell (Sean)Beckett Lawrence.J Bettride Ellicott-White Sellar 
MOM: Josh Lawrence – In the report of the Catford Wanderers game I gave it to ‘Mitch’ but stated that ‘Josh Lawrence pushed him close.’  In this game ‘Mitch’ again led from the front but Josh just shades it for his mature innings, holding two important catches and his wicket 
NB: Although Bob Dylan never wrote/sung about cricket Roy Harper certainly did with his magnificent ‘When an old cricketer leaves the crease.’ Check it out on You-tube – and please note how trendy I’m getting. And there are  no prizes for guessing who he might be talking about when he sings “And it could have been Geoff and it could have been John.” 
COMFORTABLE VICTORY FOR THE 2ND  Xl    Sidcup 98,     2nd  Xl  99  for  5


Only the weather – no play was possible in their game against Whitstable – prevented the 2nd Xl from winning four league games out of four in May, but they still sit proudly as joint leaders of their division as the month ends, Sidcup being their latest victims,  and a victory accomplished with style and quickly – the game was all over before five o’clock 

Having inserted our visitors we claimed an early wicket, Chris Kennedy juggling with the ball before passing it to the safe hands of Nick Morley off Siva’s bowling, before a partnership of 42 held us  up for a while, but after that wickets fell at regular intervals and Sidcup were all our for 98 in 36 overs

Dan Simpson finished with 5 for 14 from seven overs  – you cannot ask more from a bowler than economy and a high strike rate – whilst Simon Doherty was even more frugal, his ten overs costing just 13 runs,  with his two wickets being  a welcome bonus. Tom Sullivan also picked up two wickets to complete a fine all-round bowling performance  

Nick Morley picked up three catches and Dan Simpson two, although one was from his own bowling, so that does not really count! 

In reply Cameron Jones fell early, a gentle chip to short mid-wickets, Azman Shahan was caught behind soon afterwards and we got to 43 for 2 before losing three wickets for one run to set alarm bells ringing. However we need not have worried as a patient  John Fornear (15 n.o) proved to be the perfect foil to Nick Morley (36 n.o) as we raced to victory in just 21 overs 
Jones Ranjan Shahan Nichols Kennedy Fornear Morley.N Pilgrim.D Simpson Doherty Sullivan 
MOM:  Dan Simpson  -  5 for 14 and two catches speaks for itself 
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